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INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-IO 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 ICA-11 
10-13 /079W 

048384 180552Z/11 

R 171718Z APR78 
PM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2171 
INEO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSION USNATO 

CONPIDENTIAL ROME 7106 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: IT, UR 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE GROMYKO VISIT TO ROME 

REF: MOSCOW 5173 

THE DIRECTOR (LEONCINI) OP THE MFA'S OPPICE OP SOVIET AND 
EAST EUROPEAN APPAIRS HAS INPORMED US THAT NO DATE HAS YET 
BEEN ESTABLISHED POR A POSSIBLE GROMYKO VISIT TO ROME. 

ACCORDING TO LEONCINI, THE SOVIETS HAD EARLIER BEEN 
PUSHING POR A VISIT WHICH WAS RENDERED IMPOSSIBLE BECAUSE 
OP THE LENGTHY, ITALIAN, POLITICAL CRISIS. ALTHOUGH THE 
ITALIAN POLITICAL CRISIS HAS NOW BEEN RESOLVED, SOVIET 
INTEREST IN THE VISIT SEEMS TO HAVE WANED. LEONCINI 
SPECULATES THAT THE CURRENT SOVIET ATTITUDE IS INPLUENCED 
BY GROMYKO'S HEAVY CALENDAR DURING THE NEXT TWO MONTHS 
AND BY INTERNAL ITALIAN POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS, INCLUDING 
THE KIDNAPPING OP MORO. THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR IS NOW ON 
CONSULTATIONS IN MOSCOW, AND LEONCINI STATED THAT THE ITALIANS 
MIGHT HEAR MORE ABOUT A POSSIBLE GROMYKO VISIT POLLOWING 
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HIS RETURN TO ROME. GARDNER 
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